
STATEMENTS PER AUTHENTICITY OF ARTEMIS AND THE STAG 

 

Albright-Knox Art Gallery 

  Statement from Louis Grachos, Gallery Director 

 We at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery are greatly disappointed that doubts have been raised at this 
 time about a work that has been thoroughly researched, personally and scientifically examined and 
 confirmed as authentic by scholars over the past 55 years. 
 

For a thorough analysis of "Artemis and the Stag" and a confirmation of its authenticity, please 
refer to the attached copy of the research conducted by classical scholar Carol Mattusch, published 
in The Fire of Hephaistos: Large Classical Bronzes from North American Collections, Harvard 
University Press, 1996, pp. 274ff.  

In addition, an attached copy is also provided of the analysis incorporated by Steven A. Nash in 
the Albright-Knox Art Gallery: Painting and Sculpture from Antiquity to 1942, New York: Rizzoli 
International, 1979, pp. 62-63. 

 
Sotheby’s 

 Statement from Richard Keresey, Worldwide Director of Sotheby’s Antiquities Department  
  
 There is no doubt whatsoever in our minds – or in the minds of the many scholars and antiquities 
  experts who have seen the Artemis over the past several decades - that this magnificent sculpture 
 is ancient.  It has been published at least 14 times since 1953, appearing in major books such as 
 Cornelius Vermeule’s Greek and Roman Sculpture in America, Masterpieces in the United States 
 and Canada, as well as the landmark exhibition of ancient bronzes at Harvard in 1996, The Fire 
 of Hephaistos, where it was the subject of exhaustive scientific examination, like other pieces in 
 that exhibition.  During the six month period that the bronze was on view at Sotheby’s, it was 
 seen by dozens of the field’s leading scholars and curators, all of whom celebrated it as a 
 masterpiece of ancient art.   The bronze is currently on loan to The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
 where it has been placed on view in the new Greek and Roman Galleries. 




